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The  remains  of  (^Jolonel  Drake  were  brought  to  "West- 
tield  ;  and  those  of  Colonel  Smith  to  Jamestown. 

Thousands  of  the  citizens  of  Chautauqua  County  par- 
t  icipated  in  the  sad  rites  tliat  consigned  the  mortal  remains 
i>f  the  fallen  heroes  to  their  linal  resting  place. 
^  Tlie  obituary  of  Colonel  Drake  was  prepared  vmder 
iho  direction  of  the  Harmony  Baptist  Association  ;  r.rul 
ii;ut  of  Colonel  Smith  wab  contributed  totiie  Cual'TAuqua 
Democrat  bv  Hon.  R.  P.  liarvin,  of  Jamestown. 
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Obitiiarv  or  Colonel  J.  C  Drake. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  trial,  conflict  and  alHiotion  to  our  be- 
loved Zioii,  as  well  as  to  the  country.  But  the  great  bereavement 
which  has  fiiUen  upon  us  with  the  deepest  and  most  crashing  weight, 
is  the  death  of  our  beloved  and  lamented  brother,  Rev.  J.  (J.  Drake, 
whom  we  loved  to  look  up  to  and  honor,  as  the  leader  m  our  Asso- 
cihtion,  and  as  the  pioneer  in  every  christian  enteri)rise  among  us. 

He  was  born  in  Salisbury,  Herkimer   Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  19th.  182t. 
.^  Ills  father.  Col,  Jeremiah. .Drake,  is  lineally  descended  from  the  an- 
clent'English  family  of  that  name,  but  on   liis   mother's  side  is  a  de- 
scendant of  the  French  Huguenots. 

The  mother  of  J.  C.  Drake  was  descended  fnmi  the  Puritans  of 
New  England.  His  youth  was  passed  in  his  native  town,  in  feeble 
health.  At  the  age  of  Ifi  he  was  made  the  subject  of  renewing  graec^ 
and  united  with  the  Baptist  Church,  in  Salisl)ury,  Herkimer  Co.,  N. 
Y.  In  184:3,  then  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  went  to  Wisconsin,  where, 
with  improved  health,  he  resided  five  years.  During  this  period  he 
held  some  county  oflices,  was  engaged  in  a  thriving  business,  and  had 
r.pparently  fair  prospects  of  a  oursa  of  prosperity,  hanor  and  ossfnl- 
11  ess  before  him. 

On  the  11th  of  Dec.  ISti,  nv  >.  as  licensed  to  preach,  by  the  l^ap- 
tist  church  in  Hanchettsville,  Wisconsin.  From  a  convioti«m  of  duty, 
lie  soon  relinquished  all  his  worldly  ]>rospeets  and  returned  to  the 
8tate  of  Isew  York,  to  pursue  a  thorough  course  of  -.in-^v  preparato- 
ry Ui  the  t\ork  of  the  christian  ministry. 

MisfortHnes,  whicli  had  been  thickening  around  ins  i'auior  for  year5 
previous,  reducing  him  to  penury,  now  reappeared. — sweeping  away 
the  scanty  accumulations  of  the  son  also,  upon  which  he  relied  to 
meet  tlte  expenses  of  his  education.  Yet  with  a  determination,  an 
onergy  and  a  perseverance  rarely  e."coelled,  he  continued  his  studies, 
resorting  to  a  great  variety  of  honorable^  shifts,  such  as  poverty  alonp 
could  discover,  or  would  adopt,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  his  educa- 
tion, and  graduated  with  honor  at  Rochester  University,  in  1852, —  a 
little  more  than  four  years  afier  iiis  return  from  the  W'e.st-,  having  ae- 
compiished  in  the  time,  nearly  nine  years  of  labor — si.k  of  classical 
study,  and  more  than  two  of  incidental  and  supporting  work. 

While  still  a  student,  he  gathered  and  organized  a  Baptist  church 
in  Churchvillc,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  was  ordained  its  Pastor  Jan.  23d, 
1852,  and  raised  the  funds  necessary  for  the  erection  ot  a  house  of 
worship,  and  largely  superintended  its  construction.  Here  he  remain- 
ed about  two  years,  his  labors  proving  successful  and  being  very  ac-  ■ 
oeptable  to  the  people.  On  tlie  25th  of 'Aug.,  1852,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Clara  Utley,  daughter  of  Isaac  Utley,  Esq.,  ofBoonville, 
Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Having  been  called  to  assume  the  Pastoral  charge  of  the  Baptiti 
church  in  Panama,  Chautauqua  Co.,  he  removed  thither  in  the  spring 
of  1854,  where  he  labored  zealously,  faithfally  and  successfully,  fur 
a  little  more  than  four  years,  during  M-hich  time  he  baptized  41  mem- 


bere  into  the  fellowship  of  the  church.  He  also  labored  successfnllj 
in  revivals,  in  several  of  the  adjoining  towns  When  he  determined 
Id  leave  Panjima  to  go  to  another  field  of  labor,  his  decision  was  re- 
ceived with  the  deepest  regret,  by  the  church  and  a  large  numb«r  of 
true  ncd  ardent  lri<?nds  in  the  communitj. 

In  the  fall  of  185y,  he  removed  to  Westfieldand  assumed  the  Pas- 
toral care  of  the  Baptist  church  in  that  place.  Hero-  his  l.ibors  wer« 
»l*o  blessed,  a  goodly  number  being  added  to  the  church,  through 
hit  inetrumentality.  Here  a.'*  elsewhere,  he  soon  won  the  confidence, 
eeteem  and  love  of  the  church  and  community,  wher«  his  aiemory  i* 
•nd  long  will  be,  most  sacredly  cherished. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  he  became  mo^r  ueeply  im- 
pressed with  the  sacrednesB.  and  with  the  imperiled  condition  of  his 
♦wuntry's  canse.  and  from  a  deep  sense  of  duty,  in  August,  18fil.  he 
turned  aiside  from  his  sacred  calling,  to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of 
hii  country,  i'e  quickly  recruited  a  company,  was  commissioned  its 
Captain,  and  joined  the  4',Ul!  Reg  N  Y.  Vols,  under  the  comtnand 
of  Col.  D.  I)  Hid  well.  He  served  with  this  Rpgt.  at  Fort  'Ethan  Al- 
len," "  Camp  Griffin"  and  through  the  entire  campaign  of  the  Penin- 
sula, maintaining,  unfonnly.  a  high  standing  among  officers  of  his 
grade,  for  proficiency  in  drill,  thoroughness  in  discipline,  and  an  earn- 
est and  manly  devotion  to  all  the  duties  of  his  new  vocation.  He  en- 
dured the  hardships,  met  the  re.'-ponsibilitit-s  and  braved  the  dangers 
«t  the  Peninsular  campaign  in  the  most  creditable  manner,  taking  an 
honorable  part  in  the  battles  of  "  Mechanicsville, "  "  Carnett's  Farm,'" 
"Savage  Station"  and  "  White  Oak  Swamp."' 

In  the  Fall  of  ISfi'i  when  the  112th  Regt.  of  N.  Y.Vois.  was  raised 
in  Chautauqua  County.  Capt.  Drake,  being  the  iinaninious  choice  of 
the  military  committee  and  the  jteople  of  the  county,  was  appointed 
to  its  command,  and  cv>nmiis.sioned  Colonel,  Sept.  2d,  1862. 

With  this  noble  body  ot  men,  1100  strong,  he  proceeded  to  Suffolk, 
Va.,  where  he  roniained  eight  nionths. 

During  this  time,  he  and  his  oonunand  were  engfiged  in  nearly  all 
the  reconnoisances  that  were  made  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Blackwater, 
he  beinc:  not  unfrequently  in  command  of  a  Brigade.  Duriiig  the  in- 
vestment of  Suifolk,  by  the  rebel  General  Longstreet,  he  wa» 
placed  m  commapd  of  a  Provisional  Brigade,  and  assigned  to  the 
command  of  Fort  Union,  which  was  regarded  the  key  to  the  position.  ^ 

After  the  evacuation  of  Suffolk,  he  accompanied   the  expedition  to  Bjl 

demonstrate  in  the  vicinity  <if  K;ohniond,  he  being  most   of  the  time  Tr 

in  command  of  Fo.stor's  Brigade.     Soon    after  returning,  he  with  his 
regiment  went  to  Folly  Island,  S.  C,  where  they  spent  the  winter. 

In  the  Spring  of  1864,  he  and  his  command  accompanied  Gen.  But- 
ler to  Bermuda  Hundred,  and  participated  in  the  .stirring  events  that 
followed.  In  the  battle  of  May  16th,  he  acted  so  brave  and  noble  a 
part  that  the  Generals  in  command  came  and  thanked  him  personally 
fcr  his  courage  and  persistency  in  repelling  the  charges  of  th#  enemy.  ' 

Upon  being  transferred  fnun  the    10th   to   the  18th  army  lorps,  he 
was  still  retained  in  command  of  the  Brigade,  though  there  were  many  ^ 
Colonels  oldt^rin  the  service  than  he.     <'n  the  29th  of  May  he  placed  ^ 
his  Brigade  on  board  of  transports  for  White  House  Landing,  and  on 
the  1st  t)f  June,  just  at  night,  the   reached    Cold    Harbor,  where  the 
whole  corps  was  immediately  placed  in   position,  to  engage  in  battle. 


Col.  Drake  was  soon  ordered  to  make  a  charge  with  his  Brigad* 
an«l  take  possesBion  of  a  hne  of  earthworks.  The  Brigade  gallantly 
advanced  to  the  charge.  At  times  the  line  was  staggered  by  the  ter- 
rible fin^,  but  wherever  it  needed  cheering,  then  was  Col.  Drake's 
voice  heard  al'ove  the  roar  of  the  musketry,  inciting  his  men  and  wav- 
ing his  sword  over  his  bead.  He  seemed  to  infuse  his  own  dauntles* 
spirit  into  his  whole  command. 

Just  as  the  works  were  reached  and  carried.  Col.  Drake  fell,  struck 
in  the  .side  by  a  bullet  which  passed  through  his  bowel.s,  inflicting  a 
mortii]  wound.  He  was  carried  to  the  hospital  where  his  wound  was 
examined.  To  the  Surgeon  who  remarked  that  he  f>^arei/  the  wound 
was  morifil,  Col.  i)rake  replied,  "1  kirm-  itis. "  Having  in  a  few 
brief  wi-rds  delivered  the  Ia.st  mess^ige  to  his  family,  he  said  :  '*  Tell 
my  friends  and  tell  the  world,  I  die  a  brave  man."  .\fter  requesting 
that  his  body  be  sent  home,  he  asked  to  be  kept  quiet.  To  a  fellow- 
officer  who  came  to  converse  with  him,  he  said  :  "  You  will  excuse 
me  from  talking,  for  1  have  but  a  little  time  to  live  and  I  wish  it  all  t» 
myself"  Thus  he  passed  the  night  in  self-communion. — enduring  th« 
keenest  bodily  sutFerings  without  a  murmur  or  complaint.  Towards 
morning  the  quiet  of  approaching  death  came  over  him.  The  faith- 
ful I  haplaiu.  bending  down  over  the  apparently  unconscious  man,  re- 
cited in  his  ear,  the  ivonls  of  the  Ap  )Stle  :  "  Thanks  be  to  God  who 
giveth  us  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  The  dying 
Christian  immediately  replied  with  a  firm,  clear  voice,  ".Vmen,  Amen." 
These  were  his  last  words.  His  work  was  done.  "  During  thatterribl« 
night  he  had  battled  successfully  with  his  last  enemy.  He  had 
gamed  the  conquest  and  we  hear  the  shout  of  victory  as  our  brother 
reaches  the  other  shore,  to  be  accompanied  by  the  angels  to  the  bo- 
som of  Ciod. 

Thus  with  his  face  to  the  foe,  fell  one  of  the  purest  and  best  of  men, 
while  leading  his  Brigade  against  the   enemies  of  our  country,    our 
race  and  our  Cod, — a  noble  and  an  almost   priceless   sacrifice,     upon 
the  altar  of  liberty,  justice  and  humanity.     His  death    was  universal- 
ly lamented  by  his  comrades  in  arms,  hut   especially  by  his  own  Reg- 
raent,  which   appreciated  and  loved  him  best,    because   it  knew  hita 
best.      "■  Mis  ISrigade  trusted  in  him  and  felt  safer  under  his  guidance 
than  under  that  of  any  other  man."     Said  his  Chaplain   a   few  dayt 
after  his  death,  '■  We  hear  on  every  side  only  eulogy  :    his  character, 
his  judgment,  his  courage  and  his  devotion,  are  upon  all   lips."     Th» 
announcerjient  of  his  fall  spread  a  gloom  over  our  churches,  and  ?ad 
ness  over  the   entire   country  ;  and  many  bowed  themselves  heavily, 
and  mourned  for  him  '"as  one  that  mourneth  for  his  mother." 

In  his  death  God  has  deeply  afflicted  our  country,  still  more  deeplj 
our  Zion,  hut  most  deeply  and  sorely  of  all  has  he  afHicted  his  intense- 
ly loved,  and  fondly  cherished  family,  who  have  the  warmest  sympa- 
thies and  earnest  prayers  of  every  christian  patriot  who  knew  and 
loved  the  departed 

For  a  man  of  his  years,  Col.  Drake  had  few  equals, — scarcely  any 
■uperiors.  liis  mind  was  of  no  ordinary  cast.  It  was  well  balanced, 
thoroughly  disciplined,  and  richly  stored  with  knowledge,  and  from  it 
as  from  an  ample  storehouse,  he  could,  at  pleasure  bring  forth  al- 
most inexbaustable  treasures,    "  both  new  and  old." 
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He  was  rarely  found  unequal  to,  or  unprepared  for  any  emergency, 
ew  men  could  perform  so  much  mental  labor,  and  do  it   so  quickly 
.  nd  so  thoroughly  as  he. 

In  the  social  circle,  in  the  pulpit,  at  the  public  meeting,  as  moder- 
ator of  a  council  or  oi'  au  association,  as  well  as  in  the  army  and  up- 
on the  battle  field,  his  superiority  was  readily  acknowledged. 

He  was  a  man  of  strict  integrity.  '•  He  did  nothing  in  the  dark. 
His  nature  was  frank  and  open."  He  had  nothing  of  an  intriguing 
spirit.  He  never  acted  under  a  mask,  seeking  sinister  ends,  but 
seems  ever  to  have  been  actuated  by  the  purest  motives,  and  lh« 
strictest  regard  to  truth  and  honor,  in  all  the  relations  in  life.  ^Yhat- 
ever  he  did,  he  seems  to  have  done  under  the  full  convictioti  that  the 
eve  of  God  was  ever  upon  him.  His  perceptions  of  the  great  princi- 
jiles  of  justice,  truth  and  morality  were  clear,  and'  his  grasp  upon 
them  was  unrelenting.  Though  wary  and  cautions  in  the  formation 
of  his.opiuions,  he  was  bold  and  fearless  in  their  defense,  and  coul-d 
neither  be  enticed  nor  driven  from  them.  He  was  nneompromising 
and  inflexible  in  his  adherence  to  the  cause  of  trath  and  riight, — 
quick  and  generous  in  his  impulses. — ardeni  in  his  attachments, — 
decided  in  conviction, — tirm  iii  purpose  and  energetic  and  persistent 
in  life. 

jis  a  christian  minister  he  ranked  among  the  first  in  Western  New 
York.  He  was  ever  faitliful  and  devoted  to  the  duties  of  his  high 
and  holy  calling.  He  studied  to  show  himself  "approved  unto  God, 
— a  workman  that  needetb  not  to  be  ashamed, — rightly  dividing  the 
word  of'truth, "  and  was  ever  listened  to  with  marked  attention  and 
interest.  His  views  of  gospel  truth  were  clear,  correct  and  compre- 
hensive. His  manner  was  easy  and  pleasing,  yet  earnest  ami  impres- 
sive. 

His  sermons  were  well  arranged,  and  marked  by  the  grace  and  fin- 
ish of  scholarship, — rich  in  thought,  instructive  in  tNeir  lessons,  cou- 
vincing  in  argument  and  searchinij  in  their  application.  Those  who 
listened  even  to  his  most  unstudied  efforts,  were  sure  to  gain 
new  views  of  divine  truth,  some  clearer  and  deeper  impressions  li 
duty,  and  were  made  to  feel  that  he  was  truly  appointed  "  to  feed 
the  Hock  of  God."  Truly  it  was  a  delightful  feast  to  listen  to  the 
truths  of  the  glorious  gospel  as.  they  fell  warm  and  gushing  from  the 
lips  of  him  who  had  experienced  their  preciousness  in  his  own  heart 
and  life,  l^y  his  kindness,  sympathy  and  earnest  desire  for  the  spir- 
itual welfare  of  those  over  whom  he  was  placed  as  an  under-shepherd, 
he  greatly  endeared  himself  to  the  churches  and  communities  where 
he  labored,  and  when  from  a  solemn  conviction  of  duty  he  entered 
the  service  of  his  country,  many  sorrowed  deeply  fi'oin  the  inward 
conviction  that  "  they  should  see  his  face  no  more." 

Onr  beloved  brother  died  a  brave  man,  a  true   patriiM.    ;i   d  '' 

christian. — a  sincere  friend  of  |iis  country,  his  race  and  his  God. 

In  all  the  relations  of  life, — as  a  son,  a  husband,  a  father,  a  min- 
ister and  a  patriot,,  by  was  a  noble  specimen  of  a  true  man,  and  of  a 
christian — that  highest  type  of  man. 

While  wfc  mourn  his  death  and  cherish  his  memory,  let  us  emulate 
liis  patriotism,  his  christian  ze.l  and  devotion,  aud  seek  to  catch  his 
rtlevated  spirit,  and  take  up  his  fallen  mantle. 


FuBieral    Sermon   of  Colonel  J.  C.  Brake, 

PKEACHED   BY 

EEY.    O.    E.    MALLORY, 

Wednesday,  June  15,  1864. 

Death  the  conqueror  aud  the  conqviered  has  sumraoued  us  again  to 
the  house  of  mourning,  "W'e  come  to  pay  the  last  tribute  of  respect 
to*the  memory  of  one,  who  had  entrenched  himself  in  the  alfections 
of  many,  many  hearts,  as  is  evident  by  this  assembly  before  me  to- 
day. When  1  look  upon  this  vast  concourse  of  people,  with  hearts 
swelling  with  emotions  of  grief  and  sorrow,  I  feel  entirely  incompe- 
tent for  the  task  imposed  upon  me,  of  being  the  mouth-piece  for  the 
expression  of  your  feelings  on  this  occasrion,  for  it  is  no  light  task  to 
speak  rightly  of  one  whom  God  and  man  have  so  signally  honored. 
But  there  is  one  thought  that  sustains  me,  and  seems  in  a  measure  to 
atone  for  my  mcompetency.  It  is  this:  that  however  much  I  may 
fell  to  speak  of  the  deceased  as  I  ought,  yet  one  tiling  is  certain,  i 
cannot  unspeak  the  history  he  has  written  upon  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Chautauqua.  The  rfea^A  of  such  a  man,  whose  life  was  made 
illustrious  by  virtue  and  activitj',  always  speaks  with  a  pathos  and  po- 
tency above  all  the  utterances  that  can  be  commanded  by  the  living. 
I  beg  your  indulgence  fur  a  few  moments  while  I  address  you  from  a 
passage  of  the  inspired  word,,  found  in  2d  Bamuel,  10,  12  : 

"  Be  of  good  courage,  and  let  us  play  the  men  for  our  people,  and 
for  the  cities  of  our  God ;  and  the  Lord  do  that  which  seemeth  him 
good." 

Tliis  was  the  language  of  Joab,  a  christian  patriot  and  soldier,  who 
was  leader  of  the  armies  of  king  David.  He  was  a  warrior  for  God 
and  a  warrior  for  his  country.  At  this  time  the  Jews  were  threaten- 
ed by  tv.'o  armies,  the  Amorites  on  one  side,  and  the  Syrians  on  the 
other.  Joab  divided  his  host  giving  a  part  to  his  brother  Abishai  and 
ordered  him  to  go  against  the  Amorites,  while  he  with  the  remainder 
advanced  against  the  Syrians.  His  parting  word  to  his  brother  are 
found  in  our  text,  "Be  of  good  courage,  and  let  r.s  play  the  men  for 
our  people,  and  for  the  cities  of  our  God ;  and  the  Lord  do  that  which 
seemetii  him  good."  A  short  speech  ;  yet  how  comprehensive  ami 
expressive.  Here  we  find  the  highest  sentiment  of  patriotism  con- 
nected with  the  most  complete  and  perfect  acknowledgment  of  Chris- 
tianity. "'Let  us  play  the  men  for  our  people  and  for  the  cities  of 
our  God;"  here  was  his  patriotism,  "and  the  Lord  do  that  whreh 
seemeth  him  good;"  here  was  his  Christianity.  On  the  one  hand  b« 
felt  most  keenly  bis  duty  and  responsibility  ;  on  the  othe?-  he  was  ea- 
tirely  submissive  and  resigned  to  the  divine  will.  The  language 
which  Joab  uttered  in  our  test,  is  ti  fit  expression  of  the  life  and  char- 
acter of  our  departed  brother. 
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Christianity  and  patriotism  are  the  two  highest  etemeots  that  grace 
&  human  sonl,  and  they  were  found  most  perfectly  combined  in  the 
life  and  deeds  of  him  who  lies  before  us,  giving  beauty  and  symmetry 
to  his  character.  I  felt  that  if  I  eonld  say  no  more  than  simply  to  re- 
peat the  t,eTt  in  connection  with  his  death  I  had  said  enough. 

1.  We  will  inquire  whether  these  elements  are  compatible  in  the 
same  character,  Christianity  and  Patriotism. 

"Peace  on  earth  good  will  to  men  "  is  indeed  the  key  note  of  the 
gospel,  while  the  soldier  is  often  compelled  to  slay  ins  feliow  men. 
To  some  this  may  seem  inconsistent,  but  it  mast  be  remembered  that 
peace  is  to  be  the  ultimate  result  of  the  gospel,  and  while  this  result 
is  being  accomplished  the  christian  with  others,  is  a  subject  of  civil 
government,  and  is  bound  by  the  authority  of  God  to  obey  the  civil 
magistrate.  And  so  long  as  ChrLst's  kmgdom  is  not  fully  established 
on  earth,  wars  will  be  among  the  oflfences  that  must  needs  come,  and 
there  is  no  distinction  made  in  the  scriptures  between  the  cb^^-istian 
and  the  unchristian,  in  bearing  arms  against  the  invading  foe.- ' 

We  are  taught  that  the  magistrate  "beareth  not  the  sword  in  vain." 
Therefore  if  God  requires  the  magistrate  to  bear  the  sword,  he  also 
f«quires  the  subject  to  sustain  him,  for  without  it,  his  power  would 
be  simply  nominal. 

Thus  Christianity  and  patriotism  are  consistent.  Yea  a  man  can- 
not be  a  true  christian,  obedient  to  the  claims  of  God,  without  being 
a  patriot,  a  lover  of  his  people,  and  the  cities  of  his  God.  We  are 
not  without  examples  of  christian  soldiers  in  the  bible  We  may  pass 
by  Moses,  Joshua,  and  Joab  and  the  long  line  who  appear  in  tlie  <  'Id 
Testament,  aul  come  down  to  the  gospel  days  and  we  shall  find  soma 
of  the  most  extraordinary  instances  of  faith  and  practical  ,jiety  among 
the  soldiers  of  the  Roman  Empire.  It  was  a  centurion  who  wore  the 
Koman  nniform  and  followed  the  Poman  eagle  upon  whom  Christ 
conferred  the  distinguished  honor  of  saynig  ■' I  have  not  found  so 
great  faith,  no,  not  in  Israel."  Although  he  said  to  our  savior,  "  for 
1  also  am  a  man  set  under  authority,  having  under  me  soldiers,  and 
r  say  unto  one,  go,  and  he  goeth,  and  to  another,  come,  and  he 
cornel h  ;  and  to  my  servant ,  do  this  and  he  doeth  it,"  yet  we  do 
not  bear  Christ  chide  with  him  for  his  occupation,  ot  advise  him  to 
tbandon  it.  The  soldier  of  Cesarea,  who  is  spoken  of  as  ''  one  that 
feared  God  with  all  his  house,  "was  hig,  ily  honored  of  God.  He  was 
A  praying  man,  and  God  sent  an  anjel,  on  one  occasion,  to  say  to 
him  "  thy  prayers,  and  thine  alms  ar<^  come  np  for  a  memorial  before 
me."  If  a  feoldier's  life  was  cousisteiit  with  the  h'ghest  attainments 
in  piety  under  the  Roman  Monarchy  is  it  not  far  more  so  under  & 
{{overnment  which  is  virtually  the  p  'ople's  where  every  man  is  per- 
•onally  resi)onsil)lo  for  its  life  and  purity?  If  ever  a  government 
rightfully  demands  the  love  and '.acrifice  of  its  subjects,  for  its  lif« 
«nd  perpetuity,  it  is  the  governrjeut  of  .\merica.  Our  blood  bonght 
institutions  are  the  gift  iif  God  and  we  are  fighting  as  was  Joab  ci* 
«ld,  for  the  cities  of  our  God  If  ever  a  sword  was  drawn  in  a  right- 
eous cause,  it  is  that  in  whi';!t  we  are  engaged,  for  w  ■  arc  not  right- 
lag  to  extend  our  barders,  or  to  increase  our  wealth.  No,  we  are 
lighting  in  self-doftnoe  for  the  life  of  those  instituuuus,  -.mder  which 
we  have  been  «o  long  blest,  and  v/hich  alone  can  make  a  people  free, 
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great  and  glorious.  Ah,  we  should  be  baser  tlian  any  people  if  w# 
did  not  fly  to  arms,  and  beat  back  the  deadly  foe  who  is  seeking  our 
life  to  destroy  it.  It  is  a  christian  doty  we  owe  to  God  and  man. 
Then  let  us  be  of  good  courage,  and  play  the  men  for  our  people,  am! 
the  cities  of  our  God. 

This  was  the  gloriou."  sentiment  which  filled  and  inspired  the  bosom 
of  him  who  has  given  his  life  a  .lacnlice  upon  the  altar  of  his  country. 
It  was  the  sentiment  he  uttered  not  only  in  word,  but  in  the  mor»  ' 
telling  language  of  deeds,  the  climax  of  which  has  brought  to  us  hi* 
lifeless  body.  He  too  like  Joab  was  a  warrior  for  his  God,  and  a 
warrior  for  his  country. 

Tl.  This  brings  us  to  consider  iii  Ui?-  ^viwuu  j-iuce  these  element.'?, 
as  exemplified  in  the  life  of  the  departed.  lie  was  a  Chi-isfur?}.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  gave  himself  to  Christ,  it  is  said  of  him  that 
when  teaching  at  the  age  of  eightt.ii.  instead  of  wasting  his  time  out 
of  school  hours,  he  was  often  found  reading  lid  bible,  which  he  al- 
ways carried  with  him.  Yes,  he  wa.s  already  storing  his  mind  witli 
those  precious  truths  M'hich  he  so  successfully  wielded  in  after  life. 
About  the  age  of  twenty  three  ho  begrtn  publicly  to  herald  the  new« 
of  salvation.  But  feeling  tlie  need  of  thorough  discipline  for  the  great 
work  to  which  God  had  called  him,  lie  at  once  determined  to  have  it. 
And  although  without  means  for  its  accomplishment,  yet  his  indom- 
itable purpose  was  to  him  more  than  money  in  the  acconi[)lishment  of 
any  object.  He  entered  the  institution  at  Rochester,  and  at  th*» 
:^ame  time  supplied  destitute  churches  in  the  vicinity.  He  found  a 
small  band  of  brethren  at  Ciiurchville,  Monroe  Co.  He  gathered 
them  together,  organized  a  church,  collected  funds  for  building  a 
house  of  worship,  and  baptized  a  number  into  their  membership. 
All  this  he  did  whde  prosecuting  his  studies.  It  was  the  work  oftw«> 
able  men,  showing  his  wonderful  capabilities.  He  labored  with  thi# 
people  until  some  time  after  his  graduation.  From  thence  he  moved 
to  Panama  where  he  labored  successfully  for  several  years,  baptizing 
a  large  number  into  their  fellowship.  Fror*  Panama  he  moved  t<-> 
our  village  to  labor  with  the  Baptist  Chiircl;  liere.  where  he  has  been 
permitted  to  lead  souls  to  Christ ;  son;  :  whom  the  Lord  has  called, 
and  they  may  be  conversing  to  day  on  ihe  shining  ^hore.. 

He  had  a  high  and  extended  reputaiion  as  a  christian  minister.  . 
Never  was  he  placed  in  any  position  where  he  did  not  do  honor  to 
himself  and  honor  to  the  cause..  He  was  eloquent  and  instructive. 
You  all  know  what  I  mean,  for  you  have  heard  his  voice  while  iti 
trumpet  tones  he  has  declared  the  law,  and  with  winning  pathos  has 
rehearsed  the  gospel.  The  echo  is  still  ringing  in  our  ears,  as  we  be- 
hold his  lips  now  sealed  m  death.  Buch  was  his  christian  life  during 
the  years  of  peace,  when  we  heard  not  the  sound  of  the  clarion,  amt 
saw  not  garments  rolled  in  blood.  But  when  the  foul  traitor  pointed 
his  gun  at  ISumpter,  he  felt  with  many  others  that  it  v/as  pointed  at 
the  heart  of  the  nation,  and  he  lifted  his  voice  at  once  to  arouse  tht» 
people  to  a  sense  of  their  danger,  and\€ngaged  in  the  work  of  enlist- 
ing men ;  thus  proving  himself  not  only  a  christian  but  a  patriot. 
When  he  saw  the  dimensions  of  the  struggle,  and  tiie  great  claim  up 
on  the  country  for  men,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  suspend  for  a  time  hi** 
responsible  position   in  the  army  of  Christ,   and  forego  all  the  pleas- 
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tires  of  home  and  friends,  that  he  might  fly  to  the  re?pue  of  those 
principles  tio  dear  to  liis  heart.  For  he  would  not  defend  a  principle 
with  his  tongue,  he  -would  not  also  defend  with  liis  heart's  blood,  if 
need  be.  J!e  went  through  the  county  and  raised  his  company  with 
an  energy  and  dispatch  characteristic  of  himself,  and  led  them  forth 
to  conflict.  Here  he  excelled  as  he  always  had  in  any  position,  and 
liigher  honors  were  awaiting  him. 

After  serving  his  country  about  one  year  as  Captain,  he  was  called 
lionie  and  given  the  command  of  a  regiment.  This  was  indeed  an 
honor,  for  it  was  not  by  the  common  wire-working  at  Washington, — 
it  was  the  voice  of  the  people  of  his  own  covmty.  He  led  them  forth, 
;ind  with  honor  to  himself  and  his  command,  sustained  his  important 
i'o.^t  of  responsibility.  Rev.  L.  W.  Clney  of  Castile,  after  laboring  for 
:i  time  in  rehearsing  his  labors  to  his  people,  paid  him  this  high  cora- 
3)liment.  "I  saw  one  model  i-egiment  while  I  was  gone.  That  was 
Col.  Drake's."  He  gradually  rose  in  the  confidence  of  his  comman- 
ders, and  was  entrusted  sith  the  conmiand  of  :■  ),■"■■:'-  "hici!  he 
was  leading  gallantly  to  tho  fight  when  he  fe!, 

"  He  had  been  ordered  "  says  the  chaplain,  "to  take  a  Hue  of  the 
enemy's  ritie  pits.  With  great  coolness  he  disposed  his  forces,  and 
gave  orders  for  the  charge.  Tlr^y  pushed  forward  and  took  the  first 
line  of  pits,  and  were  moving  on  to  the  second,  himself  moving  up 
and  down  tiio  line  wherever  it  was  wavering,  cheering  and  inspiring 
his  men  by  his  undaunted  courage,  v.aving  his  sword  over  his  head, 
he  said  to  his  brave  men  '  now  boys  at  them.'  They  pushed  forward 
and  just  at  the  vital  mom,ent  when  they  had  gained  the  position,  and 
were  filling  the  air  with  wild  cheers,  a  ball  struck  his  scatibard,  breuk- 
ing  it  in  tv.ain,  and  another  pierced  his  body  and  he  fell.  He  was 
borne  by  his  comrades  from  the  held  and  brought  to  the  hospital. 
As  the  chaplain  approached  him,  the  Col.  reached  out  his  hand  and 
took  his,  r.nd  with  a  clear  voice  said,  '  Chajdain,  I  nmst  die.  I  want 
jny  body  sent  home.  Cive  my  iove  to  my  wife.  Tell  my  friends  find 
toll  the  world  1  die  a  brave  man.  I  die  in  peace  with  all  mankind, 
and  I  trust,  in  peace  with  my  God.'  The  surgeon  was  called.  He 
I  xaminf  d  the  wound,  and  the  chaplain  asked  if  it  was  fatal.  He  said 
■  1  fear  it.'  "I  know  it,'  v.-as  the  response  of  the  suiferer.  Ho  lived 
about  twenty-four  hours,  but  such  was  his  suffering  and  exhaustion, 
that  he  said  very  little  after  this.  As  he  was  dying  the  Chaplain 
l>ent  over  him  and  rejieate  t  the  words  of  the  apostle,  'Thanks  be  to 
(jod  who  giveth  us  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.'  With 
;i  full  voice  lie  retponded  twice,  'amen,  amen.'" 

'Ihus  he  heroically  lived,  and  victoriously  died,  while  the  minister- 
ing angels  drew  near  with  "the  chariots  of  Israel  and  the  horsemen 
thereof, "  to  bear  him  past  stars, suns  and  .systems,  with  the  swelling 
antliem,  ''Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the 
joy  of  thy  Lord." 

His  inental  nov/er*  were  extraordinary.  His  reasoning  was  cogent 
and  lucid.  His  penetration  d^ep.  His  judgment  quick  and  safe. 
His  knowledge  of  hiiman  natur,;  extended.  His  purpose  indomitable. 
Combined  with  such  a  mind  was  a  deep,  emotional  nature  as  is  rarely 
found.  But  I  need  not  enlarge  concerning  the  pov.-ers  of  his  mind, 
-ind  tlie  atfections  of  his  iieart.  You  know  him,  and  tiis  virtues  have 
:\  living  tongue.     Neither  wouM  I  enlarge  on  his   failings  if  he   had 
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them.  Doubtless  he  vras  not  without  them,  if  so,  he  were  not  hu- 
man, yet  we  believe  few  men    had  less. 

The  most  perfect  head  of  wlietit.  bowing  with  richness,  has  its  chaff, 
and  the  chaft"  is  essential  to  the  perfect  development  of  the  wheat. 
We  will  leave  him  with  liis  God,  and  the  histor-^'  h--  b^'/^  written,  for 
with  all  his  superior  qaulifications  he  has  fallei;. 

He  died  a  christian.  He  died  a  patriot.  lie  <A.^a  in  defence  of 
the  old  flag,  our  nation's  ensign,  ile  chose  rather  to  be  wound  in  its 
bloody  folds,  than  to  see  it  stained  by  traitors'  hands.  He  did  play 
the  man  for  his  people,  and  for  the'cities  of  his  God,  togetiier  v/ith 
all  the  brave  men,  Avho  fought,  suffered  and  fell  wilh  him.  lie  died 
at  his  post,  in  the  i":ii thiol  discharge  of  his  <luty,  the  highest  honor 
that  can  be  conferred  on  a  servant  of  God.  On  si/cJi  God  has  pro- 
nounced a  blessing.  "Blessed  is  that  servant,  whom  his  .Lord  when 
he  cometh,  shall  find  so  doing."  lie  was  honored  of  God  and  hon- 
ored of  man,  and  when  God  and  men  <;onspire  to  honor  one,  he  need 
not  be  startled  at  any  moment  to  hear  the  summons  of  the  death  an- 
gel. 

HI.  "We  now  come  to  the  consi().tTation  of  the  third  and  last  point 
of  the  text.  ^Submission  to  the  ci\ine  will.  "  Tbe  Lord  do  that 
which  seemeth  him  good."  It  is  noble  to  fi'j  God"s  will,  but  it  is  stiil 
more  noble  to  sujfer  it.  Mark  the  language  of  Joab,  that  cln•i^tian 
patriot.  While  he  would  play  the  man  Ibr  his  people,  yet  in  humble 
submission  to  God  he  would  leave  the  results,  "''ihe  Lord  do  that 
which  seemelh  him  good."  We  may  underhtand  by  thi.s,  first,  that 
the  issues  of  the  battle  are  in  the  hands  of  God, — that  he  can  con- 
quer, M'helher  by  many  or  by  few.  an<l  if  in  his  wisdom  he  shall  with- 
liold  the  victory,  when  m"o  have  done  onr  duty,  we  will  bow  .submis- 
sively to  his  will.  What  a  sublime  chrisuan  Fontimenn  v.'li-:  thi^;  to  be 
uttered  by  a  great  General . 

We  may  also  understand  the  pa^-.-.igf  lo  i:'f-)u,  tiiut.  he  wonj  i  >juh- 
mit  the  question  as  to  his  life  or  deatli  to  the  will  of  his  heavenly 
Father.  1  will  play  the  man  for  my  people,  and  if  I  fall,  it  U  his 
wiiL  C:uch  were  the  sentiments  of  Joab.  aijd  \Ae  believe  also  the  sen- 
timents of  our  departed  brother.  Hear  his  own  words  which  were 
penned  in  his  journal,  Aug.  l;Jih  1803,  while  encamped  on  Folly  Isl- 
and. •"Have  thought  much  of  home  to-day — as  almost  every  day. 
Am  I  to  see  it  again  Y  God  only  k^iows — and  I  pray  that  I  may  have 
grace  to  submit  it  all  to  ilim.  It  is  far  mort  important  tiiat  this 
causeless  liebellion  bhould  be  put  out  though  it  may  cost  many  more 
valuable  lives— mine  among  the  number."  iJe  was  willing  to  tight, 
he  was  willing  to  die.  He  did  tight,  he  also  died.  God  sent  bis 
messenger  to  say  to  his  servant ''^ome  up  higher."  What  remaiisH 
for  us  to  do,  is  to  bring  uur  hearts  where  we  can  say  with  .Joal)  and 
our  deceased  brother,  --the  Loni  do  that  which  seemeth  him  good." 
Ibis  is  bard  to  say,  yet  if  we  can  fium  our  hearts,  we  may  be  happy 
aiilid  the  greatest  sacrifice.  ^ 

To  the  bereaved  and  stricken  wife,  allow  me  to  express  the  pro- 
found symi)athy  that  many,  many  hearts  feel  with  you.  and  for  you, 
in  this  your  deep  altiiction.  You  feel  your  loss  the  more  keenly  be- 
cause the  opportunity  of  conversing  with  your  husband  in  his  last  hours, 
and  administering  to  the  wants  of  the  sult'erer,  was  in  the  providence 
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of  God  denied  yon.  But  the  keenness  of  the  deninl  is  in  S'tnn-  is- 
ure  atoned  for,  by  the  consideration  that  he  dit^d  in  i»ne<>1'the  ■  '  st 
causea  in  which  man  ever  enframed  ;  that  he  fell  witli  hi-i    >i-  ■  ; ; 

and  that  ids  name  is  enshrined  amon?  the  honored  dt-.'ul.  if- 

fliction  indeed  is  great.  That  s^troke  which  separates  hiisban  I  md 
wife  seems  to  me,  the  saddest  of  any  that  can  !)efal!  us  'ia^e  yoa 
never  seen  the  oak  of  the  forest  riven  in  twain  by  the  thiinderlKilt, 
one  half  swept  to  the  earth  while  the  other  half  stands  qiiiverliij»  in 
the  ftorrn. 

iSach  it  seems  to  me  is  |he  stroke  which  separates  husband  and 
wife — one  half  falls,  while  the  other  half  stands  quivering  in  the  cold 
5'torms  of  earth.  Rut  while  you  are  called  to  p.iss  thron^'h  thi- fire» 
of  atJiiction,  trust  in  God,  who  is  "your  strength  and  your  portion 
forever;'  who  has  promised  to  be  a  father  to  tlie  fatherless,  and  the 
widow's  God.  -  He  will  not  afflict  his  children  above  that  they  are 
able  to  bear,  for  he  tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb  ills  eye  is 
upon  you.  he  will  not  Itave  you  to  he  destroyed  in  the  furnace,  ho 
only  wishes  so  to  temper  it  as  to  bring  out  his  image  on  the  soul.  We 
are  told  that  Christ  sits  as  a  refiner  and  purifier  of  .siher.  The  refi- 
ner of  .silver  sits  with  his  eye  steadfiistly  on  the  molten  mass,  and  so 
«oon  as  it  will  ret^ect  his  image,  liv'^knows  the  dross  is  gone  and  he 
removes  it,  for  if  he  should  leave  it  any  longer  it  would  be  ruined. 
So  God  sits  carefully  watching  every  child  of  his.  and  although  he 
puts  us  into  the  furnace'of  affliction. .  yet  he  will  not  sutler  us  to  be 
destroyed,  for  the  moment  he  can  see  his  own  image  refieoted.  he 
will  quench  the  fires.  May  God  sustain  you,  and  give  y<>n  all  needed 
grace  to  rear  those  he  has  comndtted  to  your  trust  in  the  ways  of 
righteousness,  that  you  may  at  last  meet  an  unbroken  family  around 
the  throne  of  God. 

To  the  father  of  the  deceased:  Your  loved  and  honored  son  who 
is  no  more,  lived  not  in  vain.  !li.s  life  was  filled  up  with  usefulness. 
He  did  honor  to  your  name.  WheYi  you  laid  him  upon  the  altar.  a3 
Abraham  did  his  son  Isaac  of  old.  it  was  n<it  without  some  hope  that 
the  weapon,  though  raised,  nught  be  stiiid  by  the  hand  of  i  iod.  But 
God  in  h!s  infinite  wisdom  permitted  it  to  fall,  and  methinks  I  hear 
you  say,  I  will  not  murmur.  The  .sacrifice  is  great,  but  none  too 
great  for  my  country.      '-The  Lord  do  that  which  seemeth  him  good." 

To  the  brothers  and  near  fritrnds,  Jet  me  simply  say.  emidate  his 
virtues.  IJis  life  was  short,  bat  fiUtd  with  greatness  lie  lived  much 
in  a  day.  He  accomplished  more  than  many  wIm  live  to  the  age  of 
three  score  years  and  ten.  His  lift^  was  filled  up  and  roun>!ed  off,  for 
life  is  not  so  much  in  the  tf'Oi'j  of  it,  as  in  the  .•  -  '  of  it  And 
«ince  he  is  gone  new  responsibilities  rest  upon  you. 

We  are  all  filled  with  grief  and  sadness  by  this  afflictive  [)r(>vi.ience, 
for  we  all  sustam  a  los's.  A  great  Hian  has  fallen  Let  the  friends 
mourn,  for  they  have  lost  a  true  hus!)atid.  father,  brother.  Let  th« 
church  tiiourn,  ft>r  they  diave  lost  a  lii.stinguished  leaili-r  in  Zion  Let 
the  army  of  theVotomac  mourn,  fsiw  they  htvc  lost  a  brave  and  ac- 
complished officer.  Let  the  worla  mourn,  for  the  e  is  one  less  voice 
to  call  them  to  repentance. 

A  good  man  has  fallen.  Emulate  his  virtues ;  choose  the  Savioar 
he  has  cho.sen  ;  live  disinterestedly  :  live  for  immortality  ;  and  would 
yon  rescue  anything  from  tinal  dissolution,  lay  it  up  in  (iod. 


Obituary  ol  Colonel  J.  F.  Smith. 

Another  noble  victim  has  fallen— a  sacrifice  upon  tlie  altar  of  hi« 
eountry  John  F.  Smith,  ("olonei  of  the  112th  New  York  Volunteers, 
fell,  mortally  wounded,  while  leading  his  men  in  the  assault  upon 
Fort  Fisher,  in  the  afternoon  of  Sunday.  January  15,  1865.  He  died 
on  the  following  Wednesday  noon.  His  remains  were  brought  to 
this,  his'native  village,  and'on  Tuesday  the  Slst  inst.,  after  funeral 
services  at  the  Episcopal  Church  were  deposited  in  I.Ake  Vi«w 
Cemetery. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  this  village  Dec.  31,  1823. 

His  father  Nathaniel  Smith,  well  known  to  most  of  the  «arUer  set- 
tlers of  this  part  of  the  county,  emigrated  from  New  Hampshir»  to 
this  place  in  1817.  The  family  name  of  his  wife  was  Fellows  :  The 
village  was  then  small,  and  most  of  the  surrounding  eouutry  was  t. 
wilderness.  The  family  moved  into  the  town  of  Carroll  where  Johu 
first  attended  a  small  district  schooU taught  by  a  sister. 

After  a  few  years'  residence  in  Carroll,  the  tamily  moved  to  Panama, 
a  thriving  village  in  the  town  of  Harmony  where  school  advantage* 
•were  somewhat  better.  John  eagerly  availed  himself  of  all  the  ad- 
vantages for  education  which  circumstances  presented.  He  was  eager 
and  earnest  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge.  At  a  later  period  he  was 
an  Academic  student  for  two  or  three  terms,  spending  all  his  spare 
time  from  labor,  in  studies  and  useful  reading  and  occasionally  visiting 
Justices'  courts,  and  witnessing  the  trials  and  sharp  conflicts  there,  a 
strong  desire  to  become  a  lawyer  took  possession  of  him.  and  re- 
ceiving some  encouragement  from  Judge  Lewis,  then  a  practicing 
lawyer  in  Panama,  he  commenced  the  study  of  law.  He  was  soon 
able  to  support  himself  by  the  buisuess  he  was  called  upon  to  do  m 
Justices' Courts  and  as  a  Scrivener.  He  early  gave  evidence  of  a 
judgment  sound  and  sagacious,  and  a  clear  perception  of  the  law 
applicable  to  his  case.  After  spending  a  few  years  as  a  student  in 
Panama  he  came  to  this  village  where  a  wider  field  was  open  to  him. 
He  formed  a  buisness  connection  with  Mr.  Rurnell,  then  in  full  prac- 
tice in  all  the  Courts.  That  connecti'^o  continued  for  two  or  three 
years.  In  1856  Mr.  Smith  was  elected  District  .\ttorney  for  the 
County.  He  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  for  three  years,  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  of  the  County  and  the  Courts  He 
rose  rapidly  in  his  profession,  and  in  a  bar,  whose  reputation  for 
talent,  integrity  and  urbanity  had  bf^f^n  long  established,  he  took  rank 
with  the  first  of  his  brethren. 

He  was  a  cai-eful  observer  of  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  early 
foresaw  that  the  disturbed  political  eliments  might  result  in  civil  war. 
He  hoped  otherwise,  and  in  commonlKith  all  the  peortle  in  the  North- 
ern States,  he  prayed  that  our  beloved  country  might  be  spared  the 
calamity  of  a  civil  war.  When  the  crisis  came,  however,  he  was  not 
unprepared  for  it.  He  was  cool  and  confident.  He  acted  with  great 
energy  in  the  defence  and  support  of  the  government.  All  of  us 
then  hoped  and  believed  that  the  rebellion  would  soon  be  suppressed 
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and  that  obedience  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  would  soou  be 
coerced.  All  were  mistaken.  The  rebellion  assumed  greater  propor- 
tions and  ita  success  seemed  possible.  The  Government  was  demand- 
ing more  men.  The  call  was  made  in  the  summer  of  1862  for  nearly 
two  thousand  men  in,  this  Congressional  district.  This  district  is  ru- 
ral, agricnltural.  its  inhabitants  are  not  surpassed  for  intelligence 
and  sober  industry  by  any  in  the  State.  The  response  to  this  call  of 
the  government  was  sublime.  All  excitement  attendant  upon  the 
outbreak  of  the  v.-ar  had  subsided,  and  cool  deliberation  had  taken  its 
place.  It  was  understood  by  all  the  people  that  the  struggle  was 
one  of  life  or  death  to  the  Unwu  AH  understood  fully  the  magni- 
tude of  the  issue  to  thera  i;  rity.  Meetings  were  held  in  all 
parts  of  the  County,  the  N  '  ing  to  ascertain  who  were  willing 
to  volunteer— who  cou  home.  There  were  family  coun- 
cils to  decide  wliich  of  nld  go.  or  if  they  were  too  young, 
then  whether  they  and  ;  ii  .i,,.;iwtrs  could  manage  the  farm,  aidcil 
by  kind  neighbors,  and  thus  enable  the  father  to  become  a  soldier, 
and  strike  blows  for  the  salvation  of  the  Nation.  The  result  of  those 
discussions  as  cool  and  deliberate  as  any  ever  held  in  any  council 
chamber,  was  the  organization  of  thirteen  f«ll  companies  in  this 
County. 

Col.  Smith  regarded  1  „  _  ,  imposed  upon  him  to  come  forward 
and  vojunteer  his  service  to  his  oounti-y.  He  received  authorization 
papers  from  the  (Governor  and  soon  organized  a  full  company  of  volun- 
teers, kno\vn  as  "Company  A,"  and  he  was  commissioned  its  Captain. 
The  regunent  was  nurabei'ed  the"  11 '2th.  This  is  not  the  place  to 
write  its  history,  but  we  caiiuot  forbear  saying  that  it  was  composed 
of  the  best  men,  generally  young,  m  the  County — serious,  thiuking, 
intelligent  enteri)rising  men.  'ihere  was  not  a  miircemxry  among 
them,  .feremiah  C.  Drake,  who  as  capt;;in.  had  seen  service,  was  ap- 
]jointed  its  Colonel.  While  Col.  Drake  was  acting  as  Brigadier 
General,  Lt.  Col.  Carpenter  was'^illed.  May  16,  18(>4,  in  advancing 
upon  tiie  enemy  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  Col.  Drake  v,-as  mortally 
wounded  at  Cold  Harbor.  June  1,  ISOl,  while  leading  his  men  u])on 
the  enerny,  and  Smith  who  had  previously  been  promoted  to  Major, 
now  became  Colonel  of  the  Regiment. 

In  the  progress  of  the  wari:  became  vastly  important  that  Fort 
Fisher  should  be  captured,  and  a  joint  expedition  of  the  land  a,nd 
naval  forces  was  planned  and  oalered  forward.  It  is  understood 
that  the  land  force  was  organize?!  by  selecting  regiments  and  then 
making  selections  from  them,  some  100  from  a  regiment.  Colonel 
bmith  was  in  command  of  that  portion  of  his  regiment  that  had  been 
designated.  He  and  his  men  were  among  the  first  to  advance  upon 
the  fort  over  a  smooth  sand  surface  commanded  by  the  guns  of  the 
fort  and  the  sharpshooters. 

He  was  struck  down  by  a  miiinie  ball  before  reaching  the  fort. 
Not  a  man  of  his  conimand  faltered.  All  Avho  were  not  disabled, 
rushed  on  to  the  assault.  Of  thef-One  hundred,  torty-one  were  killed 
or  wounded.  When  will  atonement  be  made  for  the  distress  of  this 
wicked  rebellion  ? 

Colonel  Smith  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  v.-as  Miss  Belinda 
ivennedv,  a  sister  of  the  late  Sheriff.     Bis  second  wife  was  Charlotte 
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jf  Judge  Marvin.     She  with  their  two   email  bo.ys, 

xrn  the  loss  of  an  affectionate  husband  and  a  kind  father. 

irig  is  an  extract  from  the   letter   of  Chaplain   Hyde   of 

.  ro  Mr.s.  Smith. 

will  gratify  you  to  know  that  §y!fry  month  he  was  with  the  reg- 

^.liivjnt  he  grew  in  favor :  that  no  one  could  have  taken  better  care   of 

his  command  than  he  did,  that  he  shrunk  from  no  hardships  or  perils 

his  command  endured ;  and  that  all  acknowledged   his  great  merits 

as  an  officer ;  and  knowing  as  I  do  the  growing  attachment  of  all   to 

Lim  1  know  his  loss  is  deeply  lamented. 

It  will  also  gratify  you  to  hear  nie  testify  to  the  high  tone  of 
personal  character  lie  has  uniformly  sustained,  and  the  power  of  his 
excellent  example  over  our  young  afficers.  My  own  relations  witii 
him  were  ^exceedmgly  cordial  and  |>Ieasant.  He  always  entered 
warmly  into  whatever  was  for  the  nu-ral  benefit  of  the  regiment ;  and 
delighted  me  just  before  we  were  orde/ed  away  the  first  of  December, 
by  the  promise  of  building  a  rustic  chuoel  for  the  regiment  that  week, 
unless  we  were  forced  to  cliange  cam^.s.  He  had  had  a  presentiment 
that  he  should  fall  in  battle.  1  remefiber  many  things  that  I  did  not 
think  much  of  at  the  time,  now  that  """he  sad  reality  has  come.  I 
trust  through  the  mercy  of  our  Loru  o^sus  Christ,  he  has  eutei'ed  the 
realm  where  all  is  peace.  j^ 

"  What  a  privilege  it  would  have  M"ki  to  me  to  have  done  what  I 
could  to  sooth  and  comfort  him  ii;  '  hours. 

"When  the  regiment  left  his  h.  _  such  as  would  have  justified 

him  in  staying  behind,  but  he  would  'Wt  leave  tl>e  regiment.  He  had 
just  received  the  well  merited  honor  of  a  full  Colonelcy.  He  would 
have  honored  it  had  he  lived.  He  itH  in  the  most  desperate  struggle 
of  this  and  in  some  respects  of  any  wir.  The  laurels  of  imperishable 
fame  will  ever  encircle  the  heroes  "''  F'"  !■  Fisher." 


i 


".iai^/^aR 


OCT  2  3  1&. 


